
WE  ARE  HOUSING !
The

Greetings Team!
 
A wise man once said, "From humble beginnings
come great things.”
 
This month has been filled with improvements and
growth as we prepare to transition into the new
academic school year. From unique furniture to new
employees to new students, our department is
forever growing. As you read this month's "Humble
Beginnings" edition of our department's newsletter,
remember we all had to start somewhere to get to
where we are today. And remember all hard work
pays off in the end.
 
Keep up the great work,

It Starts with Humble
Beginnings. 
the Associate Director's Note 

SUMMER MOVE-IN IS
HERE

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT-
HUMBLE BEGINNINGS: A SIT
DOWN WITH WILLIAM
JOHNSON 

OFFICE OF UNIVERSITY
HOUSING NEW
ADDITIONS

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

Shawn D. Odom, M.Ed
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Resident Assistants have been set in place to aid
incoming students with the transition into the new
college environment. Follow the office of University
Housing on social media @FAMUHousing1887 to stay
updated on all the awesome activities lined up for
this summer!

P H O T O  B Y  M A R T I N  R .  S M I T H

On May 10, Florida A&M University(FAMU) opened up

their housing facilities for students taking classes

during the summer session. “Summer A&C move in

was a success with opportunities for growth,” said

Shawn Odom, associate director of the office of

University Housing. Following its mission to promote

a safe, clean, service-oriented, effectively managed,

nurturing the living-learning environment, FAMU

Housing is always looking for a way to improve.

"This is my second summer living on campus," said

Andrea O'Connor, a student here at FAMU. "The

move-in process has become more organized over

the years; you can tell FAMU is working to

accommodate us better."

For Summer B Move-In on June 18, FAMU is

expecting to house about 200 more students in

FAMU Village.

"As we look forward to welcoming our Summer B students, our housing staff and campus

partner POM are working to continue to ensure spaces are ready for our students to arrive,"

says Odom.

Summer B is a time for incoming freshman to get acclimated to the campus before the start

of the Fall semester. This session includes all freshman students admitted for the summer,

Access Summer Bridge and CEDAR students.

Summer A, B & C is
the Place to Be
by Crichanni Watson | Staff Writer

P H O T O  B Y  C R I C H A N N I  W A T S O N
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E M P L O Y E E  S P O T L I G H T

Humble Beginnings: A Sit Down with
William Johnson 
by Aaliyah Wilkerson | Marketing & Communication Coordinator

We all have started from humble beginnings as we have

journeyed through the Office of University Housing.

According to 31-year veteran Resident Director (RD) William

Johnson, a native of Leesburg, FL., and his journey started

with a recommendation of a friend. With changes in

leadership and new additions, how does one hang on to the

core values and tradition of the department? Our team sat

down with Johnson, and he provided some words of wisdom.

 

Question (Q): How did you end up beginning your career
with the Office of University Housing?
Answer (A): My guidance counselor in high school Mr. Bill

Hayes asked me to go to college, and he would assist me in

enrolling in any school I desired.  

 

(Story continued on the next page.)
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Mr. Bill Hayes told me about a program at Florida A & M

University for students with disability. Therefore, I

decided to do a site visit.  I was so amazed when I arrived

at FAMU; it was if a divine being had led me there. 

Immediately, I fell in love with FAMU Housing staff, the

campus, and the excellent customer service I received

from the football player who was my orientation leader.  I

was so excited because of the love I experience from the

Housing staff and students until I couldn't resist

enrolling into the university.  Their motto was in action

without a doubt, "Excellence with Caring."  Finally, my

eyes came open, and I realized that there are many well-

educated people of color with dignity and who cares

about others.  It was so amazing until I knew without a

doubt that it was my opportunity to prove to my family

members that I could be someone with dignity and a first

generation to go to college! Had I not been a student and

experienced Housing myself, I am not sure if I would be

where I am today—career wise.

 

Q: What is your favorite part of your job?
A: Meeting and helping the students as well as getting

them involved with the campus environment is definitely

my favorite part of the job.  Not only the fun stuff but the

nuts and bolts of the campus, like the Farm in Quincy,

health services', our off-campus partners such as MACCA

and Big Ben Care.

 

Q: Every job has its challenges; how do you manage the
challenges that you face at work?
A: I take one day at a time, pray and spend quality time in

my garden meditating. These things help me to reevaluate

myself and think. It helps me start fresh and gives me

time to approach a challenge at a different angle. Then

the challenge is no longer a challenge because I conquer

it.

 

Q: What are some things you enjoy doing outside of
work?
A:  Working in my yard, praying, walking, and

volunteering, traveling, and seeking ways to hold a bright

light for those who cannot see their way through.

Working in the yard relaxes me and gives me

 

(Story continued on the next page.)

Facility Updates
While the students are away, our hard-

working maintenance team comes to

play! The Office of University Housing’s

maintenance team has been working

diligently to complete facility

renovations and upgrades. Can you

believe some of our facilities are already

on their road to recovery? Check out

our facility updates below.

    

Sidewalk in Front of Gibbs Hall
Students walked, and we listened. Students

now can walk on a clear path to Gibbs Hall

from the Café. A new sidewalk has been

placed to lead the way.

New Roof on Palmetto South  
If you have seen people on the roof of

Palmetto Street South Apartments – don’t

worry, the roof is being renovated. The

Palmetto Street South residents will be

pleased to see new tiles that increase

protection from inclement weather are

being upgraded.

 

(Story continued on the next page.)
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a piece of peace. At that moment, I receive an

immediate gratification watching the plants grow

and maintaining the maintenance of the yard.

Gardening is like trial and error.

 

Some seeds will grow and flourish very well, while

others will wither. Both of these contribute to the

success of my garden because the plants that

wither become fertilizer for the next seeds to grow.

This gives me a different perspective on life. Not

everything I do is going to be magnificent.

However, everything has a purpose, and everything

is meant to give back to the world and the earth. 

Thus the reason I love volunteering as well. It

relaxes me and allows me to give back and thank

those people who helped me to get to where I am

today.

 

Q: If you had any advice for new employees and
their success in this department, what would you
tell them? 
A: I would say, stay positive. Don't let the work or

its load become overwhelming. Know your

limitations, acknowledge where you fall short and

seek some assistance from either your coworkers or

supervisors.Have an open line of communication

and don't be afraid to express yourself. Sometimes

it useful to take a break – step away from the

situation or assignment and relax --- you are bound

to discover another "point-of-attack" if you will. 

Then you will be able to really give the task your all,

without stressing about the outcome. Also, don’t

get involved in the small talk; let your work speak

for you.

 

Do your best; this is truly a place of higher learning.

Don't forget about the end goal, which is to provide

our students with the exceptional student

experience.

New Furniture Upgrades
The Office of University Housing is always

making strides to create a fun, relaxing,

and academically stimulating environment.

We are happy to announce that orders have

been placed for new furniture in some of

our most populated facilities. Can you

guess the answer? Hint: there are four.

Gibbs Hall, Palmetto South, Palmetto
North, Paddyfote Complex
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Emily Ace is one of the Office of University

Housing’s seasoned Resident Assistant (RA). As an

RA since 2016, Ace has mentored and inspired her

share of over 100 residents. A native of West Palm

Beach, Fl. Ace has learned to fight adversities

while maintaining secure connections with her

residents and coworkers. Our team sat down with

Ace and discussed the memories and the drive that

keeps her connected to school, her personal life,

and excelling as a staff member. Here's what she

had to say.

Question (Q): How did you end up beginning
your career with the Office of University
Housing?
Answer (A):  One of my childhood friend who

also lived in FAMU Village at the time (2014),

told me about the Resident Assistant

position. However, I honestly thought I

wasn't qualified. I did not have any real work

experience; expect to volunteer in nursing

homes in Palm Beach. So I decided to let the

opportunity to pass. My sophomore year, I

lived in FAMU Village as well, and that was

the second time I had a horrible roommate.

Also, my RA at the time who was a

replacement was not helpful. So I made the

decision that I would never let anyone go

through the roommate dysfunction I had to

go through and decided to apply to be a

Resident Assistant.

RA Spotlight: A Sit
Down with the Ace

by Aaliyah Wilkerson | Marketing & Communication Coordinator

Q: What is your favorite part of your job?
A: My favorite part of the job is building

relationships with my residents, and

watching them grow to become successful

scholars. While still facing my challenges

 

in Nursing School, I became the go-to RA, and it made

the job much more worth it. I was able to be a

counselor, a teacher and a sister to my residents and

the love and feedback that I would receive was just a

small token of how you never know who really looks up

to you.

Q: How have you managed school and being a resident
assistant?
A: Honestly, by taking it one step at a time. I am an avid

planner; I like to have control over my academics, work,

and social life. But what I came to realize is that life

happens whether or not I am ready for it. So I decided

to step back, share with my family and friends my daily

struggles that I need work on so I wouldn't be so caught

up in my head. 
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Lastly, by trusting God to give me the strength and wisdom to finish each semester strong,

take in constructive criticism by my peers and supervisors,  but to also work on my heart to

receive others from different backgrounds.

 

Q: What are some of the challenges you face at work, and how have you managed them?
A: The biggest challenge I face is doing rounds. Although I know, safety is, and it's our job to

manage a level of peace in the building. I had to learn to make do with it. Lord, knows I am

typically tired. Especially when 8:00 P.M. hits, and that's the first round of the night. Then

doing it three times and it's the same thing, really gets to me. However, there are sometimes

when I do rounds, and I am like, wow!!! Good thing I was doing rounds because when it comes

to this generation, you never know what you are going to see. Mind you; the residents are so

caught up in the fun and entertainment; they don't realize they're in danger. So many people

are attracted to FAMU, and the people who are attracted to the school is for the wrong reason

(praying on young ladies, wanting to roam around the building, etc.). At the end of the day,

doing rounds is a blessing a curse, but it truly benefits everyone because I am a resident as

well.

Q: What are some things you enjoy doing outside of work that keeps you calm and sane?
A: I enjoy spending time with my friend(s), working on flyers, watching sermons on YouTube,

taking long naps, and going to the movies.

 

Q: What are you looking forward to for the upcoming academic school year?
A: 1) Helping my new colleagues understand what it’s like being a Resident Assistant 2) Enjoy

FAMU Homecoming 3) Complete all required clinical skills on the first attempt, 4) Successfully

pass preceptor-ship 4) Score a 70 or higher on FAMU School of Nursing Exit, then walk across

the stage knowing I left my mark at FAMU as a Role Model.

 

Q: If you had any advice for new Resident assistants and their success in this department,
what would you tell them?
A: Life, whether its school or work is unpredictable, and you never know what's coming next.

Don't ever get too comfortable. Always be ready to change or willing to change.
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Desk Assistants (Paid)
The Office of University Housing is looking for Desk Assistants! Desk Assistants are

responsible for smiling, bringing energy, being helpful, and supporting our students. We are

only hiring for 16 hours for Fridays and Saturdays at 11:30 P.M. - 8 A.M. Pick up an employment

application from the Housing Office or talk with a Resident Director.

Student Career Corner

IT Support Student Staff Member (Paid)
The Office of University Housing’s IT Team is looking for a new addition! The job entails

Installing and configuring computer hardware, some software, verifying and troubleshooting,

cable, wireless and wired connection issues in residential halls (common areas and room

spaces). The IT Support student will be involved in troubleshooting networks, printers, and

scanners; monitoring and maintaining computer labs in all housing facilities.

Preferred applicants are Computer Information Systems/Science (CIS) majors or IT support

experience for six months or more.

Think you or a friend have what it takes? Contact Ms. Cheyenne Lamb at

Cheyenne.lamb@famu.edu
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Say Welcome Home
to Our New Team

Members 
Name (pictured left): Brock Taylor

Date of Birth: October 24

Position Title: Coordinator, Student Affairs (also known as

Resident Director)

School(s) of Study:  Mississippi State University

University of South Alabama

Area of Study: Bachelor of Arts, Criminology 

 Masters of Educational Leadership for Higher Education

Administration 

Biography: Brock Taylor was born and raised in Clinton,

Mississippi. He earned his M.Ed. in Educational Leadership

for Higher Education Administration from the University of

South Alabama and his BA in Criminology from Mississippi

State University. Brock is passionate about mentorship,

student retention, and supporting students from

underrepresented backgrounds to foster growth and

development. Outside of work, Brock enjoys spending time

with family and friends, traveling, reading, and playing with

his dog, Bella.

  Fun Fact: Brock is an only child.

Name (pictured right): Terrian T. Garvis

Date of Birth: January 5 

Position Title: Coordinator, Student Affairs (also known as Resident

Director)

School(s) of Study: University of Mississippi 

Area of Study: Bachelor of Accountancy; Master of Arts in Higher

Education

Biography: Terrian Garvis is an Educator and new Student Affairs

Professional who started his journey as an undergraduate Community

Desk Assistant for a residence hall. Additionally, he has worked in

areas such as Orientation, Pre-College Programs, Assessment, Student

Organization Advising, and First-Year Programs. Terrian is passionate

about supporting and mentoring students while also learning and being

coached by students and staff. 

A lover of quotes, "No matter how educated, talented, rich, or cool you

believe you are, how you treat people ultimately says all" perfectly

sums how he approaches life as being centered on relationship building

and service to others. One example of this was being awarded the 2019

School of Education Sparky Reardon Outstanding Service and

Dedication Award.

Fun Fact: I enjoy working out and have started doing yoga. Also, I do

not have any tattoos.
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